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OPINION 

by 

Assoc. Prof. PhD, Eng. Ivan Kostadinov Valkov,  

Assistant Rector and Associate Professor 

at the Department of "Navigation Training and Aviation Management" at the 

Faculty of Aviation of the "Georgi Benkovski" University of Applied 

Sciences, Dolna Mitropolia, 1 "St. St. Kiril and Methodius" Str., P.O. Box 

5855, office tel. 064 822079 (ext. 64605) 

of the scientific papers submitted in the competition for the academic position 

of "Associate Professor" in the field 9. Security and Defense, professional 

field 9.2. Military Affairs, for the needs of the "Georgi Benkovski" Military 

University, Faculty of Aviation, announced in the State Gazette, 

No.107/12.12.2025 г. 

of the candidate 

LTC Ivan Kolev Ivanov, PhD, Chief Assistant Professor at the Department of 

Tactics, Armaments and Security Systems in Defense at the Faculty of 

Aviation of the Georgi Benkovski Military University, Dolna Mitropolia 

  

The only candidate who submitted documents to participate in the 

announced competition was Lieutenant Colonel Ivan Kolev Ivanov, PhD, Chief 

Assistant Professor at the Georgi Benkovski Military University, Faculty of 

Aviation, Department of Tactics, Armaments and Security Systems in Defense. 
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1. General characteristics of the candidate's research, applied 

science and pedagogical activities. 

Lieutenant Colonel Ivan Kolev Ivanov, PhD has held the academic 

positions of Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Aviation of the National 

Military University "Vasil Levski" (2014–2018), Chief Assistant Professor at 

the Faculty of Aviation of the National Military University "Vasil Levski" 

(2018–2020) and Chief Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Aviation of the 

Military University "Georgi Benkovski" since the establishment of the school 

in 2020 - until the present. He has purposefully built his research and teaching 

abilities and has significant achievements as an academic in the field of military 

affairs and the combat tactical and operational use of military aviation. He 

currently teaches classes in over ten academic disciplines in the areas of flight 

theory, Air Force tactics, combat use of aviation, crisis management and staff 

procedures and work of staffs in the Air Force. He knows how to work in a 

team, takes his professional realization, improvement and growth seriously and 

responsibly. This is evidenced by his numerous scientific works and his overall 

teaching activity. He actively participates in various academic forms of 

exchange of scientific achievements, practical seminars, conferences and 

experimental research developments in modern military aviation and 

unmanned aerial systems. 

For his participation in the competition for the academic position of 

"associate professor", Lieutenant Colonel Dr. Ivan Kolev Ivanov presents a set 

of documents and published scientific works in accordance with the 

requirements of the Act on the Development of Academic Staff in the Republic 

of Bulgaria, the Regulations for its implementation, as well as the regulations 

of the "Georgi Benkovski" University of Applied Sciences. The scientific 

works of Lt. Col. Dr. Ivanov presented to the scientific jury have undisputed 

scientific and applied scientific contributions in the field of higher education 9. 

"Security and Defense", mainly in the professional field 9.2. "Military Affairs". 

They are focused on current problems in the development of the capabilities of 

the Air Force, the tactics and combat application of aviation, the management 
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of air operations, as well as the importance of aviation for the security and 

defense of the Republic of Bulgaria. 

The scientific interest of Lt. Col. Dr. Ivanov in a particularly relevant but 

little-studied area of use of Air Force formations stands out, namely combat 

search and rescue, reflected in his monograph "The Role of Military Aviation 

in Combat Search and Rescue Operations", 2026. The monograph is dedicated 

to the theoretical and practical aspects of specialized combat search and rescue 

operations. It examines the specific capabilities of the Air Force of the Republic 

of Bulgaria for participation in rescue operations and thus establishes and 

proves their key importance in this type of operations. 

2. Opinion on the presence or absence of plagiarism. 

The submitted scientific publications include monographic works, 

articles and reports published in scientific journals and conference proceedings, 

as well as in electronic form. The publications are mainly in Bulgarian, but 

there are also some in English. The research problems, analyses, conclusions 

and scientific results presented in them are author's and contain proven 

contributions. No signals of plagiarism have been received as of the date of 

preparation of the opinion and I am not aware of any signals of plagiarism 

regarding the candidate's publications. I have no information that the submitted 

scientific works or parts of them are plagiarized. 

3. Assessment of the candidate's pedagogical qualifications and 

activities. 

The candidate's pedagogical qualification and activity are characterized 

by over 10 years of progressive professional realization in the field of teaching 

and comprehensive training of cadets for the needs of the Air Force of the 

Republic of Bulgaria and other organizations of national importance. 

Lieutenant Colonel Dr. Ivan Kolev Ivanov teaches in the disciplines "Aviation 

Tactics", "Staff Procedures and Work of the Staffs", "Tactics of the Air Force 

Branches", "Methodology of Tactical Training of Aviation Units", "Combat 

Use", "Participation of Air Force Tactical Formations in Crisis Response", 

"Fundamentals of Tactics of the Air Force Service Branches – I", 
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"Fundamentals of Tactics of the Air Force Service Branches – II", "Theoretical 

Foundations of Flight Activity – Part 1" and "Theoretical Foundations of Flight 

Activity – Part 3". In the announced competition, he also stated his ambitions 

for teaching in the disciplines "International and National Security" and 

"Introduction to the Law of Armed Conflicts and Civil-Military Relations", for 

which he has also developed the relevant pedagogical and research abilities.    

4. Main scientific results and contributions. 

The main author's scientific results and contributions of the candidate 

extend to the areas of combat use of aviation platforms and air force formations; 

aviation tactics; contribution of aviation to national security in peacetime in the 

management of non-military crises; military higher education and history of 

military art.  

In the monographic work "The Role of Military Aviation in Combat 

Search and Rescue Operations", 2026, scientific contributions have been made 

regarding the use of aviation platforms and formations in specific combat 

operations of a complex nature and joint conduct. Operational characteristics 

and flight stages of an "ad hoc" aviation group for search and rescue in combat 

conditions have been developed in detail. A capability model with joint 

implementation of manned and unmanned systems in special Combat Search 

and Rescue (CSAR) operations has been developed. At the same time, 

contributions of a scientific and applied nature have been made - the need has 

been proven and an organizational model of a Bulgarian Air Force formation 

for combat search and rescue has been presented. A detailed algorithm for 

decision-making for a combat search and rescue operation by an air component 

has been developed.  

These contributions are original for Bulgarian military science and a 

useful theoretical basis for the development of training, exercises and good 

practices in the tactical and psychological preparation of formations. It is 

known that saving the battlefield contains a great motivational charge and 

significantly strengthens the morale and fighting spirit of the soldiers.  



 

 

 

5 

 

 The contributions of Lieutenant Colonel Dr. Ivanov in his scientific 

articles and reports are of a specific nature and correspond to those mentioned 

in the reference attached by the author. They cover specific implementation and 

modern forms of using aviation platforms for monitoring, response and active 

intervention in peacetime and wartime in the interests of security and defense. 

Particular attention is also paid to the study of combat experience and 

continuity in the training of personnel for military aviation and the development 

of air force education. 

5. Assessment of the significance of contributions to science and 

practice. 

 In modern conditions, the contributions to science and practice in the 

works of Lieutenant Colonel Doctor Ivan Kolev Ivanov are particularly 

significant, given the rapid development of military and civil operations in the 

use of the air domain for various purposes. Modern wars and military conflicts, 

as well as urbanization and the development of communications, artificial 

intelligence and 3D printing, nanotechnologies and other innovations require 

quick and adequate solutions.  

We find similar specific, fast and effective research methodologies, 

algorithms and simulation models in the candidate's scientific works, namely - 

effective impact with deterrence and reduction of the enemy's take-off and 

landing capabilities of its aviation, specialized use of helicopters and 

ambulances and various platforms in modern special operations and a number 

of other.  

These published achievements are widely used both in military higher 

education and scientific research in defense, as well as in the combat training 

of troops and forces. They have an original scientific and scientifically applied 

character. 

6. Critical notes on the submitted papers.  

I have no significant critical remarks on the submitted documents for the 

competition and the scientific works. I am firmly convinced of their relevance 

and author's scientific and applied results. I take this opportunity to express my 
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resolute confidence that Lt. Col. Dr. Ivanov will continue his academic 

activities with a new charge of creative inspiration and with new abilities, 

focused on innovations in aviation and air force education. I recommend that 

he write a textbook and teaching aid or a monograph on innovations in the 

combat use of aviation platforms and military formations. 

7. Conclusion. 

 The documents presented and the examination of the scientific works in 

essence give me reason to confidently conclude that the candidate, Lt. Col. Dr. 

Ivan Kolev Ivanov, has successfully realized his ambitions and scientific 

interests in the field of security and defense, and specifically in the professional 

field of military affairs, at a new, higher stage. 

The indicated scientific and applied scientific contributions are definitely 

original, significant and are the personal work of the candidate. They are the 

result of his many years of creative and scientific research activity. The works 

of Dr. Ivan Ivanov contribute significantly, both to the development and 

enrichment of the existing scientific research fund, and to the disclosure of new 

views, interpretations and analysis of basic aspects of military affairs and the 

place of aviation in the conditions of modern military operations and combat 

actions. 

In view of the above, I categorically give a positive assessment of the 

candidate's scientific production and I confidently express my agreement that 

Senior Assistant Professor Dr. Ivan Kolev Ivanov be elected and appointed to 

the academic position of "associate professor" in the following academic 

disciplines: "Combat Use", "Participation in Tactical Air Force Formations in 

Response to Crises", "Fundamentals of Tactics of the Air Force Service 

Branches - I", "Fundamentals of Tactics of the Air Force Service Branches - 

II", "Theoretical Foundations of Flight Activity - Part 1", "Theoretical 

Foundations of Flight Activity - Part 3", "International and National Security" 

and "Introduction to Law in Armed Conflicts and Civil-Military Relations".   
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8. Candidate evaluation 

With this opinion, as a member of the scientific jury, I vote "FOR" the 

election of Lieutenant Colonel Senior Assistant Professor Dr. Ivan Kolev 

Ivanov to occupy the academic position of "Associate Professor" in 

professional field 9. Security and Defense, Professional field: 9.2. Military 

Affairs for the needs of the Department of "Tactics, Armament and Security 

Systems in Defense" of the Faculty of "Aviation" at the "Georgi Benkovski" 

Military University, announced in the State Gazette, issue 107/12.12.2025. 

  

__.__.2026         Person who prepared the opinion:  

Associate Professor Eng. Ivan Valkov, PhD 

       


