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Рег. № ____________/___.__.2026 г. 

Екз. единствен! 

 

P E E R  R E V I E W 

 

by 

Professor Manush Petkov Hristov, PhD 

Head of the Tactics, Armament and Defence Security Systems 

Department at the Aviation Faculty of Georgi Benkovski Bulgarian Air Force 

Academy, Dolna Mitropoliya, Bulgaria, 

1 Saints Cyril and Methodius St, Mobile: +359 884 725 497 

 

regarding 

 

the scholarly works submitted in the competition for occupying the academic 

position of Associate Professor for a serviceman in the Field of Higher 

Education 9. Security and Defence, Professional Area 9.2. Military Affairs, 

Organization and Management of the Armed Forces Scientific specialty, for the 

needs of the Tactics, Armament and Defence Security Systems Department at 

the Aviation Faculty of Georgi Benkovski Bulgarian Air Force Academy, in 

accordance with Order of the Commandant of the Georgi Benkovski Bulgarian 

Air Force Academy No. ЗРД-03-122/05.02.2026, Order of the Minister of 

Defence of the Republic of Bulgaria No. ОХ-1087/24.11.2025, and the 

announcement published in the State Gazette, 12.12.2025, issue 107, for the 

disciplines ‘Combat Employment’, ‘Fundamentals of Tactics of the Air Force 

Branches I’, ‘Fundamentals of Tactics of the Air Force Branches II’, 
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‘Participation of Air Force Tactical Formations in Crisis Response’, ‘Theoretical 

Foundations of Flight Activity – Part 1’, ‘Theoretical Foundations of Flight 

Activity – Part 3’, ‘International and National Security’, and ‘Introduction to 

Law in Military Conflicts and Civil-Military Relations’. 

 

of the candidate: 

Lieutenant Colonel Ivan Kolev Ivanov, PhD, 

Chief Assistant Professor at the Tactics, Armament and Defence Security 

Systems Department at the Aviation Faculty of Georgi Benkovski Bulgarian Air 

Force Academy, Dolna Mitropoliya, Bulgaria, 

 

Sole candidate in the competition! 

 

1. Which of the works submitted by the candidate are accepted for 

evaluation by the reviewer? 

The candidate has presented to the jury 18 (eighteen) scholarly works for 

participation in the competition, including 1 monograph, 1 book based on a 

dissertation defended in 2018, and 16 scientific conference papers with which he 

has participated in scientific conferences held in Bulgaria and abroad. In 12 of 

them he appears as the sole author, while in 4 he participates as a co-author. 

Regarding the latter, it is assumed that the points due under the adopted criteria 

are distributed equally among the authors, due to the absence of a protocol 

specifying individual contributions. The materials submitted for review 

(individual and collective) are accepted in full for scholarly evaluation without 

exception. 

2. General Overview of the Candidate’s Research, Applied, and 

Teaching Activities. 

Based on the information provided, it is evident that the candidate is not 

new to the academic circles, considering certain facts from his scholarly and 

teaching career. During the period 2014–2026, he served as a lecturer at the 
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Georgi Benkovski Bulgarian Air Force Academy as a Teaching Assistant 

Professor and Chief Assistant Professor. He has accumulated pedagogical and 

administrative experience, as well as practical experience in his capacity as 

commander of a training aviation unit and a training aviation squadron. 

All this demonstrates that his research activity is combined with 

pedagogical and organizational experience. 

The scientific interests of Lieutenant Colonel Ivan Ivanov, PhD, are 

focused on the Field of Higher Education 9. Security and Defence, Professional 

Area 9.2. Military Affairs, Organization and Management of the Armed Forces 

Scientific Specialty. 

3. Opinion regarding the presence or absence of plagiarism. 

At present, no specific information has been received regarding the 

presence of plagiarism. 

4. Evaluation of the candidate’s pedagogical preparation and activity. 

The biographical data presented and my personal acquaintance with the 

candidate show that Lieutenant Colonel Ivan Kolev Ivanov, PhD possesses the 

necessary research, teaching, and organizational experience in the sphere of 

military affairs, not only in a theoretical but also in a practical aspect. 

In this sense, a conviction is formed that these several aspects are 

combined into a unified whole, which increases expectations regarding his 

performance in future activities as well. 

The scientific output provided is the result of the candidate’s participation 

in scholarly forums in the country. In 14 (fourteen) of them, the text is in 

Bulgarian, while four of the publications are written in English. 

The submitted monographic work and the remaining materials meet the 

requirements set for scholarly works and the established regulatory criteria. The 

total number of points achieved under the indicator groups amounts to 305.8, 

which allows him to be admitted to evaluation of the submitted scholarly output 

by the scientific jury. 
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5. Main scientific results and contributions. 

5.1. Scientific contributions: 

5.1.1. In the field of combat employment of aviation platforms and units. 

Submitted materials No. В1, Г9 

In this regard, the following has been achieved: 

- The execution of flights for combat search and rescue carried out by a 

temporary target aviation group has been systematized; 

- A model of a tactical scheme for the joint employment of manned and 

unmanned aviation platforms has been developed and synthesized, applicable to 

combat search and rescue missions; 

- Guidelines have been formulated for improving aerial surveillance and 

reconnaissance using a training aircraft. 

5.1.2. In the field of national security in peacetime. 

Submitted materials No. Г2, Г15. 

- A structural model of the system for surveillance, control, and influence 

over objects in an urbanized area has been synthesized; 

- The structure of a mobile ground control station for unmanned aerial 

vehicles has been further developed. 

Within the submitted set of documents, the leading role is clearly held by 

the presented monographic work titled ‘The Role of the Military Operation in 

Combat Search and Rescue Operations’. 

The overall volume of the exposition corresponds to the established 

standards for a monographic work and allows the problems and the means for 

their solution to be presented in a consistent and reasoned manner. The prepared 

appendices, tables, and figures complement the meaning of the presented 

considerations and of the narrative as a whole. 

Central to it is the author’s evident aspiration, linked to the idea of 

systematizing, summarizing, further developing, and supporting with an 

appropriate analytical approach the acquired experience and the practical results 

achieved in the leading countries in aviation theory and practice, and their 
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adaptation and implementation in the activities of the Air Force of the Republic 

of Bulgaria. The realization of this aspiration is supported by the content. 

Another main idea of the author that stands out is the attempt to present 

the full picture of the scientific problem under study. This is confirmed by the 

number, content, and origin of the sources used (110), which make it possible to 

present and analyze the problem in all its aspects and variants of manifestation. 

In general, the work is oriented toward a diverse audience of scholars, 

experts, and trainees who can find in it the necessary useful information related 

to the theory and practice of the combat employment of aviation platforms in the 

course of performing a rather broad and diverse range of assigned tasks. 

The content of the monographic work confirms and continues the author’s 

research interests regarding defence capabilities, seeking the paths, means, and 

opportunities for their transformation and adequacy to the challenges of the 

time. 

5.2. Applied scientific contributions: 

Upon familiarization with the content of the remaining materials proposed 

for review, the following may be accepted as applied scientific contributions: 

5.2.1. In the field of practical activities related to organizing and 

conducting combat search and rescue activities (including under real combat 

conditions). 

Submitted materials No. В1, Г16, Г17. 

- The formation of an aviation module from the Bulgarian Air Force for 

the execution of combat search and rescue tasks has been substantiated; 

- An algorithm for decision-making for conducting a combat search and 

rescue operation by the Air Force Command has been systematized; 

- Requirements for modern combat search and rescue platforms have been 

defined, and the advantages and disadvantages of different types of air escort 

have been analyzed. 

5.2.2. In the field of national security in peacetime. 

Submitted materials No. Г2, Г13. 
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- A systematization has been achieved of the tasks performed by low-

power unmanned aerial vehicles in an urbanized area, as well as of the tasks of a 

mobile ground station for monitoring critical infrastructure. 

5.2.3. In the field of military history. 

Submitted materials No. Г14. 

- The historical development of combat aviation equipment used in the 

Air Force of the Republic of Bulgaria has been studied. 

5.3. Practical contributions: 

Upon familiarization with the content of the remaining materials proposed 

for review, the following may be accepted as specifically practical contributions: 

5.3.1. In the field of higher military education. 

Submitted materials No. Г10. 

- The level and focus of the military qualification acquired after 

completion of the Units Commanders Course have been determined through the 

application of the sectoral qualifications framework for the profession of 

military officer; 

5.3.2. In the field of combat employment of aviation platforms and units. 

Submitted materials No. Г5. 

- A simulation model has been developed for the destruction of an enemy 

runway for takeoff and landing, through which the required number of aircraft 

and munitions for its destruction are determined. 

5.3.3. In the field of national security in peacetime. 

Submitted materials No. Г7. 

- An algorithm and software tool have been developed for generating 

decisions on the use of a helicopter or a specialized emergency medical service 

vehicle in the Republic of Bulgaria. 

6. Evaluation of the significance of the contributions for science and 

practice. 

The evidence presented regarding references to the publications (citations) 

authored by Lieutenant Colonel Ivan Kolev, PhD meets the requirements for the 
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prescribed number of points and confirms that there is interest in the author’s 

work. Of these, 1 (one) is in monographs and collective volumes with scientific 

peer review, while the other 14 (fourteen) are in non-indexed journals with 

scientific peer review. 

The works submitted for the attention of the jury create the impression 

that the scientific interests and research on specific problems are not accidental 

in nature. They demonstrate an ability to focus scholarly investigations in certain 

directions that may provide a sufficiently solid basis for formulating concrete 

conclusions and lessons for practice. 

The accumulated experience can and should continue to be developed 

fully in order to integrate innovations and lessons from practice into military life 

and training-combat activity. 

7. Evaluation of the extent to which the contributions are the 

candidate’s own work. 

The content of the submitted scientific output imposes the categorical 

conclusion that the outlined contributions are due to the candidate’s own 

research activity and the experience he has acquired in practice. 

8. Critical remarks on the submitted works. 

Based on my acquaintance with the scientific output submitted by 

Lieutenant Colonel Ivan Ivanov, PhD, I may make the following specific 

recommendations: 

- The content of the exposition in the proposed monographic work and 

subsequent similar works could gain even more if the goals, object, subject of 

the research, and the scientific research tasks set were explicitly stated; 

- He should continue his research activity in the same concrete and 

purposeful manner, concentrating his attention on studying the lessons from 

practice in the military conflicts that took place in Syria, as well as from the 

combat actions between Ukraine, and also between Iran, the United States, and 

Israel; 

- He should focus attention on ensuring that future research finds a place 
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in scientific publications that are part of the global database. 

9. Personal impressions and other issues on which the reviewer 

considers it necessary to comment. 

The information presented by the candidate shows that he possesses the 

necessary theoretical, managerial, and practical experience accumulated in the 

course of fulfilling his duties as a lecturer and as an officer in command 

positions within Air Force formations. 

In the course of the purely technical and organizational interactions during 

the execution of joint activities and tasks with Lieutenant Colonel Ivan Ivanov, 

PhD, the impression has been formed that he is open to dialogue and consistent, 

and also inclined to accept concrete proposals and recommendations. This in 

itself is a good basis for creating the necessary conditions for future joint work 

with the rest of the academic staff of the Tactics, Armament and Defence 

Security Systems Department, and for enhancing the authority of our military 

education. 

10. Conclusions. 

The recommendations made are a good basis for the further concrete 

development of the candidate’s scientific pursuits in his chosen field. 

The submitted materials, their content, and their specific contributions 

show that the candidate Lieutenant Colonel Ivan Kolev Ivanov, PhD meets the 

criteria necessary for occupying the announced academic position of Associate 

Professor in Tactics, Armament and Defence Security Systems Department at 

the Aviation Faculty of Georgi Benkovski Bulgarian Air Force Academy. 

11. Evaluation of the candidates. 

Proceeding from the materials submitted by the candidate, their content, 

and their contributory nature, I consider that I have the necessary grounds, in my 

capacity as a member of the scientific jury for the competition, to propose that 

the candidate (the only one), Lieutenant Colonel Ivan Kolev Ivanov, PhD, 

occupy the academic position of Associate Professor in Tactics, Armament and 

Defence Security Systems Department at the Aviation Faculty of the Georgi 
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Benkovski Bulgarian Air Force Academy, announced by Order of the 

Commandant of the Georgi Benkovski Bulgarian Air Force Academy 

No. ЗРД-122/05.02.2026, Order of the Minister of Defence of the 

Republic of Bulgaria 

No. ОХ-1087 of 24.11.2025, and the announcement published in the State 

Gazette, 12.12.2025. 

 

 

Date: 30.03.2026     Jury member: ______________ 

           (signature) 


