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REVIEW 

 

by Professor, Dr. of Science, Eng. Dimitar Iliev Nedyalkov, 

Professor at the Department of Air Force and Air Defense, Faculty of 

Command and Staff, 

Georgi Stoykov Rakovski Military Academy 

of the scientific papers submitted in the competition for the academic 

position of "Associate Professor" 

ABOUT: 

The scientific papers submitted under a competition announced by order of the 

Minister of Defense of the Republic of Bulgaria No. OX-1087/24.11.2025 and 

published in issue 107/12.12.2025 of the State Gazette, for the position of full-time 

academic associate professor, for a military serviceman in the Department of Tactics, 

Armaments and Defense Security Systems of the Faculty of Aviation at the Georgi 

Benkovski Military University, in the field of higher education 9. "Security and 

Defense", professional field 9.2. "Military Affairs" in the scientific specialty 

"Organization and Management of the Armed Forces", for teaching the following 

subjects: "Combat Use", "Fundamentals of Tactics of the Air Force Branches - Part 

I", "Fundamentals of Tactics of the Air Force Branches - Part II", "Participation of 

Tactical Air Force Formations in Crisis Response", "Theoretical Foundations of 

Aviation Activity - Part 1", "Theoretical Foundations of Aviation Activity - Part 3", 

"International and National Security" and "Introduction to Law in Armed Conflicts 

and Civil-Military Relations". 

TO THE CANDIDATE: 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL CHIEF ASSISTANT DOCTOR IVAN KOLEV 

IVANOV 

BASIS: 

Participation in a scientific jury, determined by order of the Head of the 

"Georgi Benkovski" Military University No. ZRD-122/05.02.2026. 
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1. Which works submitted by the candidate are accepted for evaluation 

by the reviewer? 

The competition for the academic position of "associate professor" in the field 

of higher education 9. "Security and Defense", professional direction 9.2. "Military 

Affairs", is held in compliance with all legal and procedural requirements with the 

participation of one candidate - Lieutenant Colonel Chief Assistant Doctor Ivan 

Kolev Ivanov. 

In the competition, the candidate has presented a total scientific production as 

follows: 

- Monograph work 1 issue with a total volume of 126 pages; 

- Scientific publications (books, articles and reports) presented at scientific 

forums and published in scientific publications - a total of 17 issues with a volume of 

263 pages. 

According to my review, all scientific works submitted for evaluation under 

the competition meet the legal requirements and do not repeat the publications 

submitted for participation in previous competitions. I fully accept the scientific 

works proposed for review, since they fully correspond to the topic of the announced 

competition and present the author as a serious and thorough researcher. 

The references submitted within the meaning of Art. 2 b, para. 2 and 3 and 

under Art. 2 b, para. 5 of the ZRAS RB for the fulfillment of the minimum national 

requirements with attached relevant evidence, included in the presented scientific 

production by groups of indicators and number of points by Lieutenant Colonel Chief 

Assistant Doctor Ivan Kolev Ivanov, show a total number of groups of indicators 

respectively 405.8 points (with the dissertation 455.8 points), which exceed the 

required relevant 400 points and 170 points for occupying the academic position of 

"associate professor" in the field of higher education 9. Security and defense, 

professional field 9.2. "Military Affairs". 

 

2. General characteristics of the candidate's scientific research, applied 

science and pedagogical activities. 
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Lieutenant Colonel Doctor Ivan Kolev Ivanov has dedicated his work and 

continues to work extensively in the scientific fields related to the study of the use of 

aviation formations by the Air Force, based on the study of the processes related to 

the planning and use of military aviation in conducting operations in response to non-

military crises, with an emphasis on its use as a primary means of search and rescue. 

The candidate also examines in depth the processes of development and use of 

unmanned aerial systems, both for civil and military purposes. Using innovative 

approaches to the study of non-military conflicts, he integrates remotely piloted 

aviation systems (RPAS) and unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) into modern 

operations. In this effort, the candidate uses his experience and knowledge in 

scientific and teaching activities to implement and popularize the accumulated 

theoretical and practical knowledge in the field of theory, systems thinking and their 

usability in military affairs. 

The scientific production of Lieutenant Colonel Doctor Ivan Ivanov submitted for 

participation in the competition for the academic position of "Associate Professor" 

for a military serviceman in the Department of "Tactics, Armament and Security 

Systems in Defense" of the Faculty of "Aviation" of the "G. Benkovski" Military 

University is a reflection of the scientific research and professional interests of the 

candidate. It was developed mainly independently in his capacity as an author, and he 

also co-authored a total of 5 publications (with a total volume of 25 pages, assuming 

that they are divided proportionally, i.e. 12 pages were developed by the candidate). 

The same was published mainly in Bulgarian, and there are also 4 publications in the 

volume of 20 pages in English. There are no scientific publications in refereed and 

indexed editions in world-renowned databases of scientific information (Scopus, 

etc.). 

The listed publications are the independent work of the candidate (or co-

authored), have not been submitted for participation in other competitions for the 

award of scientific degrees and titles and have not been reviewed so far. I accept for 

participation in the competition the 18 scientific products of the candidate with a total 

volume of 376 pages. 
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The scientific production of the candidate has been popularized through 

presentation at a number of scientific forums, as evidenced by the list of publications 

submitted for review. 

The scientific research activity of Lieutenant Colonel Doctor Ivan Ivanov, 

presented in the publications, is directed and falls entirely within the field of the 

announced competition for associate professor and corresponds to the field of higher 

education, the professional field and covers the requirements for the academic 

disciplines listed in the announced competition. 

The scientific interests of the candidate are in military affairs and fall within the 

scientific field - organization and management of the armed forces and in particular - 

organization and management of the formations of the Air Force. The candidate's 

activity has not only a scientific research, but also a pedagogical character. 

 

3. Opinion on the presence or absence of plagiarism. 

During my work as a member of the scientific jury, no non-anonymous and 

motivated written report of plagiarism in the publications of the candidate for the 

competition was received. 

The above-reviewed author's scientific publications show that the candidate 

independently researched, analyzed and systematized information related to 

insufficiently researched problematic scientific topics, using a large number of 

sources. 

 

4. Assessment of the candidate's andragogical preparation and activities. 

Currently, Lieutenant Colonel Doctor Ivan Ivanov lectures and conducts 

practical classes in the following subjects: "Combat Use", "Fundamentals of Tactics 

of the Air Force Service Branches - Part I", "Fundamentals of Tactics of the Air 

Force Service Branches - Part II", "Participation of Tactical Air Force Formations in 

Crisis Response", "Theoretical Foundations of Aviation Activity - Part 1", 

"Theoretical Foundations of Aviation Activity - Part 3", "International and National 

Security" and "Introduction to Law in Armed Conflicts and Civil-Military Relations", 
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and others. For the last academic years, his classroom workload significantly exceeds 

the required number of hours on an annual basis. 

The materials presented by the candidate are of a high level and are aimed at the 

training of military personnel from the Armed Forces of the Republic of Bulgaria, 

mainly at the tactical level from the composition of formations of the Bulgarian Air 

Force, as well as all trainees from the military education system, representatives of 

governmental and non-governmental organizations engaged in the system generating 

air power and the general security and defense system. 

My personal observations allow me to define Lieutenant Colonel Doctor Ivan 

Ivanov as an excellently prepared, diligent and erudite officer and teacher with 

accumulated positive experience, high general culture, innovative spirit and a 

developed sense of responsibility. 

 

5. Main scientific results and contributions. 

The scientific works submitted for participation in the competition by 

Lieutenant Colonel Doctor Ivan Ivanov are distinguished by scientific and applied 

scientific contributions, which can be attributed to the enrichment and further 

development of science in the professional field 9.2. "Military Affairs" from the field 

of higher education 9. "Security and Defense". 

I accept the results of the presented scientific developments, which can be 

assessed as contributions to science, of which the works publications G.1, B.1, G.1, 

G.2, G.7, G.8, G.11, G.13 and G.16, from the list of scientific production, stand out. 

Regarding the category relating to research, analysis and proof of new facts, I 

accept works G.1, G.4, G.10 and G.15, where a conceptual understanding of modern 

space and the changes in it as a result of the use of network-oriented technologies, 

DUAS and UAS is presented. 

Regarding the category related to the enrichment of existing knowledge, papers 

with numbers G, B.1, G.3, G.5, G.7, G.8, G.10, G.15 can be included, in which the 

theoretical concepts related to educational and methodological models for the 

preparation of students and scientific research activities are further developed. 
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The papers present the candidate as an accepted and established expert on the 

mentioned issues, which is confirmed by his active teaching and research work on 

these issues. 

 

6. Assessment of the significance of contributions to science and practice. 

In accordance with the adopted conditional grouping of the contributions into 

thematic areas in the works of Lieutenant Colonel Chief Assistant Doctor Ivan Kolev 

Ivanov and their analysis, it can be concluded that they mainly cover the range of 

science, including the study of existing, enrichment and further development of 

modern theories, research and enrichment of the theory and practice of military 

science. They are of both scientific and applied nature. From the point of view of 

military science, the indicated contributions are useful, original and significant, 

except in the educational process of the Faculty of Aviation of the Military University 

"G. Benkovski" and in the formations of the Bulgarian Army. 

The candidate's scientific works are a basis for future scientific developments. 

They may also be of interest to students in higher education institutions studying 

disciplines related to national security and aviation. 

  

7. Assessment of the extent to which the contributions are the work of the 

candidate. 

Tracking the development of the scientific growth of Lieutenant Colonel Chief 

Assistant Professor Ivan Kolev Ivanov, allows me to express my conviction that the 

indicated scientific and scientifically applied contributions are the personal work of 

the candidate and are the result of his many years of creative and scientific research 

activity. Lieutenant Colonel Doctor Ivan Kolev Ivanov has an excellent command of 

the specialized terminology in the scientific field of his creative research, which 

allows him to easily apply it in his works, presenting them in a professional and 

accessible language for the audience. 

 

8. Critical notes on the presented works. 
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The following critical remarks may be made to the materials submitted for 

review: 

- In some publications, the cited literature is not formatted according to accepted 

standards; 

- The main part of the published scientific works concern a strictly specific 

audience, which narrows the opportunities for active participation in scientific 

exchange and protection of innovative scientific ideas; 

- In some of the proposed materials, there are editorial compromises, the 

elimination of which would contribute to improving the readability and 

comprehensibility of the proposed texts - a particularly important condition when it 

comes to their use by students in the military education system. 

The indicated weaknesses are of a recommendatory nature and do not in any way 

reduce the value of the scientific production and the scientific and applied scientific 

contributions listed above of Lieutenant Colonel Doctor Ivan Kolev Ivanov, proving 

his ability to independently develop important issues for military science. I 

recommend that the candidate, in his future teaching activities in the academic 

disciplines in the field of the competition, publish the relevant textbooks or teaching 

aids. 

 

9. Personal impressions. 

I know Lieutenant Colonel Chief Assistant Doctor Ivan Kolev Ivanov from the 

period of his studies at the Military Academy. The materials presented to me for 

review confirm the opinion about his erudition, research spirit, creativity, innovation, 

managerial approach and organization, about his high general culture, professional 

training and a highly developed sense of responsibility. He has excellent theoretical 

knowledge and practical skills, possesses the necessary staff culture and 

organizational experience, which allows him to easily train different categories of 

students and form the necessary knowledge and skills in them. The interdisciplinary 

nature of his scientific research allows active participation in the educational process 

of the Department of "Tactics, Armament and Security Systems in Defense", at the 
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Faculty of "Aviation" of the "G. Benkovski" Military University in a wide range of 

academic disciplines in the field of higher education 9. "Security and Defense", 

professional direction 9.2. "Military Affairs". All this allows me to confidently state 

that Lieutenant Colonel Doctor Ivan Kolev Ivanov is an erudite and recognized 

scientist in scientific circles and is worthy of the scientific title of "associate 

professor". 

I have no joint publications with the candidate. 

 

10. Conclusion. 

The teaching, scientific research and scientific applied activities, as well as the 

professional qualities, excellent knowledge and skills of the candidate show that 

Lieutenant Colonel Chief Assistant Professor Dr. Ivan Kolev Ivanov meets all 

scientific, normative and other criteria of the requirements of the Act on the 

Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the Regulations 

for its Implementation, as well as the regulations of the National Military University 

"Vasil Levski" for holding the academic position of "Associate Professor" in the field 

of higher education 9. "Security and Defense", professional field 9.2. "Military 

Affairs". 

 

11. Candidate evaluation. 

The acquaintance and study of the scientific production presented in the 

announced competition for "associate professor" by Lieutenant Colonel Chief 

Assistant Doctor Ivan Kolev Ivanov, the only participant in the competition, gives me 

reason to give my positive assessment of the candidate's achievements and I propose 

to the esteemed Scientific Jury of the competition to rank the candidate, Lieutenant 

Colonel Chief Assistant Doctor Ivan Kolev Ivanov and to propose to the Faculty 

Council at the Faculty of Aviation of the "G. Benkovski" Military University that he 

be elected and occupy the academic position of "associate professor" in the field of 

higher education 9. "Security and Defense", professional direction 9.2. "Military 

Affairs", scientific specialty "Organization and Management of the Armed Forces". 
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Date 25.03.2026                Jury member: Prof. Dr. Sci. 

                                                                                               Dimitar Nedialkov 


