“GEORGI BENKOVSKI”
BULGARIAN AIR FORCE ACADEMY
5855 Dolna Mitropolia, 1 “St. St. Kiril and Methodius™ Str.

TO
THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE SCIENTIFIC JURY
ASSOC. PROF. IVAN VALKOV, PhD, Eng.

RESPONSE
by

Lieutenant Colonel Ivan Kolev Ivanov, PhD, Eng. Chief Assistant Professor at
the Department of Tactics, Armaments and Security Systems in Defense,
regarding the critical remarks and recommendations in the published reviews and
statements by the members of the scientific jury for the competition for the
academic position of “Associate Professor” in the field of higher education 9.
“Security and Defense”, professional field 9.2. “Military Affairs”, for the needs
of “Georgi Benkovski” Bulgarian Air Force Academy, Faculty of Aviation,
announced in the State Gazette, issue No. 107/December 12, 2025.

Dear Mr. Chairman,

Distinguished Members of the Scientific Jury,

| would like to express my profound gratitude to the esteemed members of
the scientific jury for their in-depth analysis and high evaluation of my research
activities. | accept the remarks and recommendations not only as a constructive
corrective but also as valuable guidance for my future professional and academic

development.



In connection with the submitted remarks, | would like to express the
following views:

1. Regarding the methodology and structure of the exposition

| accept the recommendation of Prof. Manush Hristov, PhD, concerning a
more detailed definition of the object, subject, and tasks in the introductory
sections of future works. | agree that this would contribute to greater clarity and
consistency in research, and | will apply this in my upcoming publishing
activities.

2. Regarding the relevance and thematic scope

| fully share the view on the necessity of analyzing the lessons learned from
contemporary military conflicts (Syria, Ukraine, and those involving Iran, the
USA, and lIsrael). These dynamic processes are key to military science and will
be the focus of my future developments, including innovations in aviation
platforms, as recommended by Assoc. Prof. Ivan Valkov, PhD, Eng.

3. Regarding the technical layout and editorial compromises

| accept the remarks made by Prof. Dimitar Nedyalkov, DSc (Eng.), and
Colonel Assoc. Prof. Svetoslav Slavov, PhD, regarding technical inaccuracies
and differences in citation standards in some publications. | commit to increasing
precision in text editing to ensure maximum readability and clarity, especially for
the needs of trainees within the military education system.

4. Regarding international recognition and publication activity

This is a key recommendation in nearly all statements (by Colonel Assoc.
Prof. Rosen Dimitrov, PhD; Assoc. Prof. Radoslav Chalyakov, PhD; and Colonel
Prof. Nikolay Nichev, PhD). I realize the importance of a broader presence in
global databases such as Scopus and Web of Science. | plan to expand my
collaboration with international scientific journals and participate more actively
in international projects to validate the applied nature of my research in a global
context.

5. Regarding teaching activities and educational literature



| accept the recommendations for publishing specialized textbooks in the
field of the competition. | consider this a natural continuation of my academic
growth and an important step in transferring scientific knowledge to the practical
training of personnel in the Bulgarian Armed Forces.

In conclusion, | would like to thank you once again for the constructive
criticism. It motivates me to continue my research with a new “creative charge”,
as noted by Assoc. Prof. Valkov, and to contribute to the development of military

science and education in Bulgaria.

Respectfully,
Lt. Col. Ivan Ivanov, PhD, Eng.



