GEORGI BENKOVSKI
BULGARIAN AIR FORCE ACADEMY
Dolna Mitropolia, 1 Saints Cyril and Methodius" str, p.c. 5855 ph.
64601, fax: 064 / 837217

STANDPOINT
by
Colonel PhD Svetoslav Dimov Slavov,
Head of Air Force and Air Defence Department at the Command and Staff Faculty of
the Rakovski National Defence College
Sofia, Evlogi and Hristo Georgievi Blvd. No. 82, phone: 02/92 26 634,

for the scientific papers submitted under the competition, announced by order
of the Minister of Defense Noe OX-1087/24.11.2025, published in State Gazette Neo
107/12.12.2025, for occupying an academic position ,,associate professore in the
,,Department of Tactics, Armaments and Navigation Training*“ of the ,,Aviation*
faculty of the ,,.Georgi Benkovski Bulgarian Air Force Academy in the field of
higher education 9. ,,Security and Defense”, professional direction 9.2. , Military
Affairs”, on the academic disciplines: ,,Combat Use”, “Fundamentals of the Tactics of
the Air Force-1”, “Fundamentals of the Tactics of the Air Force -II”, “Participation of
Tactical Air Force Formations in Crisis Response”, “Theoretical Foundations of
Aviation Activity — Part 17, “Theoretical Foundations of Aviation Activity — Part 37,
“International and National Security” and “Introduction to Law in Armed Conflicts
and Civil-Military Relations”, to the candidate:

Lieutenant Colonel Chief Assistant Doctor Ivan Kolev Ivanov,
position “Chief Assistant” in the Department of “Tactics, Armament and
Security and Defense Systems” in the Faculty of “Aviation” of the “ Georgi

Benkovski‘““ Bulgarian Air Force Academy
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1. General characteristics of the candidate's scientific-research, scientific-
applied and pedagogical activities.

In the competition for the academic position of "associate professor”, the
candidate participates with a total scientific output of 17 scientific works, of which
one monograph, one book, based on a defended dissertation, 1 chapter of a collective
monograph, 18 scientific publications, of which 14 were published in the Republic of
Bulgaria and 4 publications in foreign publications. One of the scientific publications
was published in a refereed and indexed form in Scopus.

The publications developed topics related to the combat use of the aviation
formations, aviation tactics, national security, the development of military education
and military history.

The articles presented at scientific conferences and published in specialized
issues, correspond to the scientific interests of the candidate and correspond to the
field of higher education, the professional field and the academic disciplines for
which the competition is announced. They are devoted to issues related to the place of
military aviation in conducting combat search and rescue operations, unmanned aerial
systems and their use at the operational and tactical level, the requirements for
modern platforms for combat search and rescue. The historical path of combat
aviation equipment used in the Air Force of the Republic of Bulgaria is studied.

The analysis of the candidate's production shows that he creatively manages to
combine the role of a researcher and a teacher in the process of creating and
developing knowledge related to the topic under consideration.

As a lecturer in the department, Lieutenant Colonel Doctor Ivanov strives for
continuous improvement of his professional and pedagogical training and has proven
that he possesses the necessary qualities and experience as a teacher for the

disciplines in which the competition is held.
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2. Position on the presence or absence of plagiarism.

To date, I am not aware of any reports of anonymous or non-anonymous
plagiarism regarding the applicant's posts.

3. Assessment of the candidate's pedagogical preparedness and activities.

As of the date of the competition, Lieutenant Colonel Ivan Kolev Ivanov is a
Chief Assistant Professor in the Department of Tactics, Armament and Security and
Defense Systems of the Faculty of Aviation of the ,,Georgi Benkovski” Bulgarian Air
Force Academy.

He conducts classes with cadets in the Bachelor's Degree Program in the
specialty ,,Organization and Management of Military Formations at the Tactical
Level” (specialization - Aviation Armament), teaching the main disciplines related to
tactics of the branches of the Air Force, theoretical foundations of flight activity and
participation of tactical formations of the Air Force in response to crises.

He teaches students studying in the master's degrees ,,Aviation Armament” and
,Armament and Ammunition”.

Lieutenant Colonel Ivanov also participates in conducting a number of
additional qualification courses related to the use of the Air Force and the
participation of tactical formations of the Air Force in response to crises.

My overall assessment of the pedagogical training and activities of Lieutenant
Colonel Ivanov is that, he is an excellently prepared and erudite officer with a sense
of responsibility and a lecturer with extensive practical and theoretical training.

4. Main scientific results and contributions.

The main scientific results of the works submitted for standpoint are mainly
related to the place of military aviation in conducting combat search and rescue
operations, unmanned aerial systems and their use at the operational and tactical level,
the requirements for modern aviation platforms for combat search and rescue and the

study of the historical path of combat aviation equipment used in the Air Force of the
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Republic of Bulgaria. They are related to the scientific interests of the candidate, are
divided into five thematic areas that express his scientific research activity.
The scientific and scientific-applied contributions are related to:

» enrichment of theoretical statements in the areas of combat use of
aviation units and platforms and aviation tactics. Development of a model of a tactical
scheme for the joint use of manned and unmanned aviation platforms, applicable to
combat search and rescue missions [B.1]

>  systematization of the tasks performed by low-power unmanned aerial
vehicles in an urban area, as well as the tasks of a ground mobile point for monitoring
critical infrastructure [G2, G13];

> definition of the requirements for modern combat search and rescue
platforms and analysis of the advantages and disadvantages of different types of air
escort [G16, G17].

> Research on the historical path of combat aviation equipment used in the
Air Force of the Republic of Bulgaria [G14].

» Determination of the level and focus of the military qualification
acquired after the course "Unit Commanders", by applying the sectoral qualification
framework for the profession of military officer [G10].

» Development of a simulation model for the destruction of an enemy
runway for take-off and landing and determination of the required number of aircraft
and ammunition for its destruction [G5].

» Development of an algorithm and a software tool for generating a
solution for the use of a helicopter or a specialized vehicle for emergency medical
care in the Republic of Bulgaria [G7].

The results achieved in scientific research and scientific applied activities
characterize the candidate as a scientist with very good preparation, depth of the
research problems, and a serious attitude to the development of theoretical and

theoretical-applied questions arising in the study of the indicated topics.
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5. Evaluation of the significance of the contributions for science and
practice.

The scientific and applied scientific contributions in the candidate's works
enrich and further develop individual areas of military science related to the combat
use of aviation units and platforms, aviation tactics, unmanned aerial systems and
their use at the operational and tactical level, the requirements for modern platforms
for combat search and rescue, and the study of the historical path of combat aviation
equipment used in the Air Force of the Republic of Bulgaria.

6. Critical notes on the presented works.

| can only note, some technical notes related to the quotation of some of the
publications offered for assessment, which do not affect the results achieved, do not
detract from the achievements and do not have a significant impact on the
significance of the works and the results achieved in them.

7. Conclusion:

The documentation and scientific production provided by the candidate for the
competition for the academic position of "associate professor" meets the requirements
of the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff, the Regulations for the
Implementation of the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff and the
internal regulations of the ,,Georgi Benkovski” Bulgarian Air Force Academy.

| believe that the quantity and quality of the presented scientific and
pedagogical works and the scientific contributions achieved by the candidate in the
competition fully correspond to the requirements and conditions of the competition

for awarding the title of ,,associate professor*.
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8. Evaluation of the candidate.

My assessment of the scientific works of lieutenant colonel chief assistant lvan
Kolev Ivanov, PhD - the only participant in the competition for the academic position
of ,,associate professor in the “Department of Tactics, Armament and Security and
Defense Systems” of the Faculty of Aviation of the Bulgarian Air Force Academy
,,Georgi Benkovski”, in the field of higher education 9. ,Security and Defense®,
professional direction 9.2. ,,Military Affairs®, in the academic disciplines ,,Combat
Use”, “Fundamentals of the Tactics of the Air Force - 1”7, “Fundamentals of the
Tactics of the Air Force -117, “Participation of Tactical Air Force Formations in Crisis
Response”, “Theoretical Foundations of Aviation Activity — Part 17, “Theoretical
Foundations of Aviation Activity — Part 3”, “International and National Security” and
“Introduction to Law in Armed Conflicts and Civil-Military Relations” is positive.

| propose to the respected Scientific Jury of the competition that Lieutenant
Colonel Chief Assistant PhD lvan Kolev Ivanov be elected and hold the academic
position of “Associate professor in the “Department of Tactics, Armament and
Security and Defense Systems” of the Faculty of Aviation of the Bulgarian Air Force

Academy ,,Georgi Benkovski™.

JURY MEMBER:
Col. Assoc. Prof. PhD SVETOSLAYV SLAVOV

27.03. 2026
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