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OPIN ION

By:

Colonel Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rosen Donchev Dimitrov

Department of Air Force and Air Defense

Faculty of Command and Staff

“Georgi Stoykov Rakovski” National Defense College

Registered under No. 33100 in the Register of Scientific Activity in the Republic of

Bulgaria

Subject:

Evaluation of the scientific works submitted for the competition announced by Order
No. 0X-1087/24.11.2025 of the Minister of Defence of the Republic of Bulgaria,
promulgated in Issue No. 107/12.12.2025 of the State Gazette, for the appointment to
the academic position of Associate Professor (tenured), for a military serviceman in
the Department of Tactics, Armament and Security Systems in Defence at the Faculty
of Aviation of the “Georgi Benkovski” Bulgarian Air Force Academy, in the field of
higher education 9. Security and Defence, professional field 9.2. Military Affairs,
scientific specialty “Organization and Management of the Armed Forces”, for teaching
the following courses: Combat Employment; Fundamentals of Air Force Branch
Tactics — Part | and Part Il; Participation of Tactical Air Force Units in Crisis
Response; Theoretical Foundations of Flight Activity — Part | and Part lll;
International and National Security; and Introduction to Law in Armed Conflicts and
Civil-Military Relations.



Candidate:
Lieutenant Colonel Chief Assistant Prof. Dr. Ivan Kolev IVANOV

Grounds:
Participation as a member of a scientific jury appointed by Order No. ZRD-
122/05.02.2026 of the Commandant of the “Georgi Benkovski” Bulgarian Air Force
Academy.

1. General Characteristics of the Research, Applied Research, and Teaching

Activity

Lieutenant Colonel Dr. Ivan Kolev Ivanov, the sole candidate for the academic
position of Associate Professor, has dedicated his professional and academic career to
research in areas related to the employment of Air Force formations. His work focuses
primarily on the planning and utilization of military aviation in non-military crisis

response operations, with particular emphasis on search and rescue missions.

The candidate also conducts in-depth research on the development and application of
unmanned aerial systems (UAS) for both civilian and military purposes. Through
innovative methodological approaches, he integrates remotely piloted aircraft systems
(RPAS) and unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVS) into contemporary operational
environments. His work reflects a strong application of systems thinking and

theoretical frameworks within military science.
The scientific output submitted for the competition includes:

« One monograph (126 pages);
. Seventeen scientific publications (books, articles, and conference papers)

totaling 263 pages.

The majority of the publications are independently authored, with five co-authored

works (25 pages total, approximately 12 pages attributable to the candidate). Most
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publications are in Bulgarian, with four in English (20 pages). No publications are

indexed in internationally recognized databases such as Scopus.

All submitted works are original, have not been used in other academic competitions,
and have not previously undergone formal review. A total of 18 scientific works (376

pages) are accepted for evaluation.

The candidate’s research activity fully aligns with the scope and requirements of the
announced competition. His academic interests fall within military science,
particularly in the organization and management of Air Force units. His work

combines both research and pedagogical dimensions.

The candidate fulfills the national minimum requirements for the position, achieving
405.8 points (455.8 including the dissertation), exceeding the required threshold of 400

points.
2. Statement on Plagiarism

The submitted scientific works are entirely original. There is no evidence or

information regarding plagiarism or improper use of sources.
3. Assessment of Teaching Qualifications and Activity

Lieutenant Colonel Dr. lvan Ivanov is a highly qualified and respected academic
within his department, faculty, and institution.

He currently delivers lectures and conducts practical training in all listed disciplines.
Based on his experience as Assistant and Chief Assistant Professor, he has developed
substantial expertise as a lecturer, seminar leader, and trainer. His teaching workload

significantly exceeds the required annual standard.

His teaching materials are of high academic quality and are oriented toward the

training of military personnel, primarily at the tactical level within the Bulgarian Air
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Force, as well as students and representatives of governmental and non-governmental

organizations engaged in the security and defence system.
4. Main Scientific Results and Contributions

The submitted publications contribute to the advancement of knowledge in the field
and introduce new perspectives on the processes, systems, and methodologies related
to the modern employment of air power and unmanned systems in both military and

non-military operations.

The candidate presents original scientific contributions, as well as works that confirm
and expand existing knowledge, particularly in areas such as network-centric

operations, unmanned systems integration, and modern operational environments.

He has also achieved applied results, notably in the development of ground control

stations for unmanned aerial systems.
5. Significance of Contributions for Science and Practice

The candidate’s contributions enrich both theoretical and applied aspects of military
science. They introduce innovative approaches to the integration of remotely piloted

systems within the broader framework of air power utilization.

His research has practical applicability in military education and training and can be

effectively used in academic programs within military institutions.
6. Critical Remarks

My only critical observation concerns the need for broader dissemination of the
candidate’s scientific output. I recommend expanding his publication activity in both

national and international journals to achieve wider academic recognition.
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7. Conclusion

The candidate’s scientific publications, as well as his teaching and methodological
activity, fully comply with the requirements of the Law on the Development of
Academic Staff, its implementing regulations, and the internal regulations of the

Bulgarian Air Force Academy for appointment to the position of Associate Professor.
8. Final Evaluation

Considering the overall research and teaching performance of the candidate, | express
a positive evaluation of his academic work and conclude that Lieutenant Colonel Dr.
Ivan Kolev Ivanov fully meets the requirements for the position of Associate

Professor.

| propose that the esteemed Scientific Jury elect him to this academic position and

state my affirmative vote.

Date: 24 March 2026

Jury Member:

Colonel Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rosen Dimitrov
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