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on the scholarly works submitted in the competition 
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for the needs of “Georgi Benkovski” Air Force Academy, 

Faculty of Aviation, announced in the State Gazette, 
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The present opinion has been prepared by Associate Professor Radoslav 

Budinov Chalakov PhD, Associate Professor in the „Land Forces“ Department of the 

„Command and Staff“ Faculty at the „Rakovski National Defence College“, in his 

capacity as a member of the Scientific Jury for the competition, in accordance with 

Order No. ZRD-122/05.02.2026 issued by the Commandant of the „Georgi Benkovski“ 

Air Force Academy.. 

A single candidate has submitted application documents for participation in the 

announced competition — Chief Assistant Professor Ivan Kolev Ivanov PhD, „Georgi 

Benkovski“ Air Force Academy, Faculty of Aviation. 

I. EVALUATION OF THE MATERIALS SUBMITTED FOR THE 

COMPETITION 

1. Candidate Information 

The The documents submitted by the candidate comply with the requirements of 

the Law on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, the 

Regulations for its Implementation, as well as with the internal regulations of the 

“Georgi Benkovski” Air Force Academy. All required references are provided, 

including a list of publications, evidence of scientific contributions, a citation report, 

and the relevant indicators. The documentation is properly prepared and contains the 

necessary information regarding the candidate’s scientific, teaching, and professional 

activities. 

The candidate, Chief Assistant Professor Ivan Kolev Ivanov, PhD, has more than 

10 years of teaching and professional experience at the “Georgi Benkovski” Air Force 

Academy. He teaches the following courses: “Aviation Tactics,” “Staff Procedures and 
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Staff Work,” “Tactics of Air Force Branches,” “Methodology of Tactical Training of 

Aviation Units,” “Combat Employment,” “Participation of Tactical Air Force 

Formations in Crisis Response,” “Fundamentals of the Tactics of Air Force Branches 

– I,” “Fundamentals of the Tactics of Air Force Branches – II,” “Theoretical 

Foundations of Flight Activity – Part I,” and “Theoretical Foundations of Flight 

Activity – Part III.” 

His academic career includes the position of Assistant Professor at the Faculty 

of Aviation of the Vasil Levski National Military University (2014–2018), Chief 

Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Aviation of the Vasil Levski National Military 

University (2018–2020), and Chief Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Aviation of 

the “Georgi Benkovski” Air Force Academy (2020 – present). With this teaching 

experience, the candidate fulfills the requirement for the minimum teaching experience 

necessary for holding the academic position of Associate Professor. 

2. General Characteristics of the Candidate’s Scientific Works and 

Achievements  

The candidate’s main research interests, reflected in the submitted publications, 

are oriented toward achieving scientific and applied scientific contributions in the field 

of higher education 9. Security and Defence, primarily within the professional field 

9.2. Military Affairs. They are mainly related to issues concerning the employment of 

the Air Force, aviation tactics and combat application, the management of air 

operations, as well as broader questions of security and defence. 

The submitted scientific publications include articles, conference papers, and 

other scholarly works published in scientific journals and conference proceedings. 

They address current issues related to the development and employment of aviation in 

the contemporary military environment. 

The submitted documents certify that the candidate meets all formal 

requirements for participation in the competition for the academic position of Associate 

Professor, including those related to scientific output, citation impact, and academic 

teaching activity. 

According to the submitted list of scientific publications, the candidate 

participates in the competition with scholarly works published in peer-reviewed 

scientific journals and conference proceedings. 

Based on the submitted report on compliance with the minimum national 

requirements, the following summary by groups of indicators can be made: 

• Group of indicators A – possession of the educational and scientific degree 

“Doctor (PhD)” – the requirement is fulfilled. 
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• Group of indicators B – habilitation thesis or publications equivalent to a 

habilitation thesis – scientific publications have been submitted that meet the 

requirements of this group of indicators. 

• Group of indicators C – publications in scientific outlets not included in the 

habilitation work – the candidate presents a significant number of scientific 

publications in national and international scientific outlets. 

• Group of indicators D – citations in scientific publications – data on citations 

of the candidate’s scientific publications have been provided. 

The conducted verification demonstrates that the candidate fulfills the minimum 

national requirements across all groups of indicators established for holding the 

academic position of Associate Professor. 

No evidence of plagiarism has been identified in the submitted scientific works 

and accompanying documents. There is no evidence of copyright violations or of the 

use of other authors’ scientific works without appropriate citation. The submitted 

publications comply with the requirements of academic ethics and contain the 

necessary bibliographic information. At the time of preparing the present opinion, I 

have no information regarding submitted signals or decisions of competent authorities 

establishing plagiarism under the legally established procedure. 

Based on the above, it may be concluded that no plagiarism has been established 

under the legally prescribed procedure in the candidate’s submitted scientific works. 

 

3. Substantive Analysis of the Candidate’s Scientific and Applied Scientific 

Achievements Contained in the Materials Submitted for Participation in the 

Competition 

The research activity of Chief Assistant Professor Ivan Kolev Ivanov, PhD is 

focused on current issues related to the development and employment of aviation in 

the contemporary operational environment, the improvement of Air Force tactics, as 

well as questions concerning the training and command of aviation formations in crisis 

management operations and joint operations. 

The submitted scientific publications demonstrate consistency and continuity in 

the candidate’s research and address significant issues related to the role of aviation 

within the system of national security and collective defence. The research is directed 

both toward the development of theoretical frameworks and toward the formulation of 

practically applicable solutions within the field under consideration. 

As a result of the conducted research, the following main scientific and applied 

scientific contributions can be identified. 

The scientific contributions of the submitted publications are primarily 

associated with: 
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1. The development and enrichment of the theory concerning the employment of 

aviation formations in the contemporary operational environment; 

2. The study of the role of aviation within the system of national security and 

collective defence. 

 

The practical and applied scientific contributions of the submitted 

publications are associated with: 

1. Research on the specific features of the tactical employment of aviation forces 

in crisis management operations; 

2. The development of approaches for improving the interaction between aviation 

formations and other branches of the armed forces; 

3. Analysis of the factors influencing the effectiveness of the training and combat 

employment of aviation personnel; 

4. The formulation of proposals for improving the processes of planning and 

command of aviation operations; 

5. Contribution to the improvement of the training of cadets and students in the 

field of aviation employment. 

 

The achieved results and the formulated scientific contributions demonstrate that 

the candidate possesses the necessary theoretical preparation in Professional Field 9.2. 

Military Affairs and fully meets the requirements for holding the academic position of 

Associate Professor. 

Based on the above, it can be concluded that the submitted scientific works are 

contributory in nature, both through the proposed original theoretical propositions in 

the subject area and through the developed approaches for adapting and further 

developing contemporary scientific and applied scientific achievements. The presented 

publications provide grounds for concluding that the candidate’s research is 

characterized by consistency and clear thematic orientation. 

In this regard, it should also be emphasized that the candidate’s authorial 

contribution to the obtained scientific results is significant. In a considerable portion of 

the publications, he is either the leading or the sole author, which provides grounds to 

conclude that the formulated scientific and applied scientific contributions are largely 

the result of his independent scientific work. 

4. Critical Remarks and Recommendations 

I have no substantial critical remarks regarding the submitted scientific works. 

They are topical in their subject matter and well structured. I would recommend that in 

his future scientific activity the candidate direct greater attention to publishing in 
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international scientific journals indexed in global scientific databases, as well as to 

more active participation in international scientific projects. 

These recommendations are primarily of an encouraging nature and do not 

diminish the value of the achieved scientific results. 

5. Conclusion on the Candidacy 

Based on the conducted analysis of the submitted scientific works, the scientific 

and applied results, the teaching activity, and the professional experience of the 

candidate, a well-grounded conclusion can be drawn that Chief Assistant Professor 

Ivan Kolev Ivanov, PhD possesses the necessary scientific, pedagogical, and 

professional qualities for holding the academic position of Associate Professor. 

The candidate develops active research activity in the field of the employment 

of aviation formations and their role within the system of national security. The 

submitted scientific works are distinguished by the depth of research, as well as by 

consistency and continuity in the development of the candidate’s research interests. 

The formulated scientific and applied scientific results possess both theoretical and 

practical value and contribute to the advancement of scientific knowledge within the 

respective professional field. 

Based on the above, I give a positive assessment of the candidate’s scientific 

output and firmly express my agreement that Chief Assistant Professor Ivan Kolev 

Ivanov, PhD be elected to the academic position of Associate Professor in the following 

academic disciplines: “Combat Employment”, “Participation of Tactical Air Force 

Formations in Crisis Response”, “Fundamentals of the Tactics of Air Force Branches 

– I”, “Fundamentals of the Tactics of Air Force Branches – II”, “Theoretical 

Foundations of Flight Activity – Part I”, “Theoretical Foundations of Flight Activity – 

Part III”, “International and National Security” and “Introduction to the Law of Armed 

Conflict and Civil-Military Relations”. 

II. GENERAL CONCLUSION 

Based on the above, I recommend that the Scientific Jury propose to the Faculty 

Council of the Faculty of Aviation at the “Georgi Benkovski” Air Force Academy that 

Chief Assistant Professor Ivan Kolev Ivanov, PhD be elected to the academic position 

of Associate Professor in Field 9. Security and Defence, Professional Field 9.2. 

Military Affairs, for the needs of the Department of Tactics, Armament, and Security 

Systems in Defence, as announced in the State Gazette, Issue No. 107/12.12.2025. 

         

 

__.__.2026 г.    Member of the Scientific Jury: 

Assoc. Prof. Radoslav Chalakov, PhD 

 


